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LLOYD-GEORGE'S VIEWS 

Mr. Lloyd-George, who was virtually the whole of his 
party movement, as he had been virtually the whole of his 
government,, although his case was pleaded from time to 
time by Lord Birkenhead, Winston Churchill, and others of 
his lieutenants, made a speech in London on November 4 
which embodied the essentials of his arguments throughout 
the campaign. 

The account of the speech, cabled at length to the New 
York Times, tells of this reference to the Labor Party : 

"We are electing a Parliament for five decisive years amid 
much confusion and many cross-currents. I should like to 
make clear what I conceive under these very perplexing con- 
ditions is the duty of a patriotic citizen — I put it in one 
word — his duty is to steer between two extremes." 

Once more he had hushed his audience into tense silence. 
It kept absolutely quiet as he spoke of the first extreme, 
socialism, with its challenge to private enterprise and its 
attack upon capital.' There was never a time when Britain, 
he said, could less afford such assaults, but he expressed the 
view that the local elections had demonstrated "that danger 
from that quarter is not as great, is not as imminent, as we 
had apprehended." 

"That is my opinion," he said. "I do not believe that the 
Socialists will win sufficient support in this country at the 
coming election to carry out their semi-revolutionary pro- 
gram." 

Of his reference to the Tories, the account in the Times 
said: 

"I frankly am frightened of all this talk of sitting still, 
of doing nothing and adopting a quiescent, negative attitude. 
You cannot do it without imperiling the whole fabric of 
society. Supposing during the last few years, when we had 
labor unrest, when we had unemployment, when we had great 
movements surging underneath, supposing we had done that. 
You never quite know what is going on down below until it 
appears on the surface, and it might be too late then. Sup- 
posing we had done nothing. I cannot tell you what might 
have happened. But of this I am certain — you would not 
have had the tranquillity (laughter) which we are enjoying 
at the present moment (renewed laughter) and of which we 
are going to get another brand within the next five years. 

"This policy will be fatal. You must consider conditions, 
you must adapt yourself to them, As a very shrewd man 
said to me : 'When you are out on a voyage tranquillity does 
not depend upon the ship, but upon the sea. (Loud cheers 
and laughter.) And if it happens to be rough you have got 
to bustle about — you cannot lie down on the bridge or in 
your cabin.' " 

And, finally, of Mr. Lloyd-George's reference to the policy 
to be pursued by himself and his followers, the Times ac- 
count gave this : 

"What, therefore, do you mean, above all," he asked, "by 
a policy? You want a strong group of independent men 
freed from party tie and strong enough to insist on a steady 
middle course — free from all extremes (cheers) — to prevent 
subversion and to resist a reaction. Why do I say freed 
from party ties? Because one's party considerations become 
paramount. The interests of the nation are too often sub- 
ordinated to the Interests of one party and another spirit. 
I have seen the partisan spirit working not merely in one 
party." 

Mr. Lloyd-George paid tribute to his own old colleagues, 
who in one of the most honorable letters of British political 
history, he said, had stepped down from high office and faced 
ostracism rather than place the party before the country. 

"I tell you," he continued, "the more of this kind who are 
elected to this Parliament, the more of this kind you have 
sitting In the House of Commons, the more will ypu find that 
the government during the next five years will be likely to 
pursue a safe course, and Parliament will be rescued from 



the reckless and pernicious hands of extremists on both 
sides. 

"That is the only thing that will guarantee trade, that will 
guarantee prosperity and make the nation go steady, free 
from the lagging of extremists on one side or another. 

"You don't want the machine to be lurching from one side 
to the other and always on the brink of tumbling over, 
pursue a steady, middle course. There are men who stand 
for that in this election. Those men, I trust, the electors 
will support." 



THE NEAR EAST CONFERENCE AT 

LAUSANNE 

The uncertainties and apprehensions that marked the 
whole Near East situation after the Turkish Nationalists 
under Kemal routed the Greek armies and approached 
Constantinople have continued throughout the diplomatic 
negotiations following the armistice signed at Mudania, and 
preceding the peace conference to be held in Lausanne, and 
now expected to meet formally on November 20. 

Not long after the signing of the Mudania armistice, the 
Angora Assembly took action to nullify the temporal power 
of the Sultan, the Assembly on November 1 constituting 
itself the Turkish ruler. The ardent Nationalists have no 
patience with the present Sultan, because they believe he 
too weakly accepted the conditions imposed upon Turkey by 
the Allies; and while proposing to leave the Moslem 
spiritual authority in the family of the Sultan, the Osman 
family, the Assembly decided that the authority should 
be vested in the member of the family best fitted to exercise 
it — and the deduction was that the present Sultan was not 
that member. 

DANGER IN CONSTANTINOPLE 
That mightily stirred Constantinople and the whole Near 
East. About the same time, the Nationalists became threat- 
ening in their attitude toward Allied occupation of Con- 
stantinople, and toward the High Commissioners of the 
Allies resident in that city. For a short time there seemed 
to be real danger that the Nationalists would take some 
action that would cause a collision, and the situation ap- 
peared so dangerous in the Allied countries that there was 
some question whether the new Bonar Law Government 
might not be fatally troubled in its outset by the necessity 
to choose between war and submission to Turkish arrogance. 
Rafet Pasha, the Nationalist civil governor of Constanti- 
nople, lately appointed after a coup d'e'tat by the National- 
ists, contributed materially to the dangers. He undertook 
to run Constantinople with very little regard for the Allied 
High Commissioners. He was reported to have declared 
prohibitive customs duties, to have ousted British and 
French customs employees, and to have sought to replace 
the interallied administration with a distinctly Turkish 
force. Meanwhile an anti-Kemalist editor in Constantinople 
had been seized, other Turkish enemies of the Nationalist 
Government were in terror of seizure and sudden death, and 
there were reports of numerous violations of the Mudania 
armistice terms, and of outbreaks in Thrace and other 
districts. 

THE HIGH COMMISSIONERS' REPLY 

Against all of that and all of the dynamite accumulated 
by numerous rumors from all parts of the Near East, the 
Allied High Commissioners in Constantinople took action by 
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talking to Rafet Pasha in a very direct way about the limi- 
tations upon his authority during the period of Allied occu- 
pation of the city. And, while that was happening, the 
diplomats of the Allied countries, gravely concerned at the 
possibility that the Turks would get beyond bounds, and 
taking cognizance of reports that the Turkish diplomats 
were planning to play the Allied nations against each other 
in the Lausanne Conference, held numerous hurried confer- 
ences, with the reported result that they will present a 
solid and united front to the Turks in the conference. 

THE AGREEMENT 

It is now stated that, despite various disagreements on 
specific matters, Great Britain, France, and Italy are in 
substantial accord. A cable from London on November M 
described the program in this manner : 

French acceptance of the British plan for preliminary 
Allied agreement on the terms to be made the Turks at 
Lausanne Conference relieves the tension which has existed 
here and at Paris for the last week. 

Late tonight or tomorrow the British Government will 
send a note to Paris embodying its views on the Turkish 
demands. A reply is expected Thursday. Lord Curzon, 
Foreign Secretary, has arranged to see Premier Poincare 
in Paris on the way to Lausanne, and their conversation 
will be continued on the train from Paris to Lausanne. 
They will meet Premier Mussolini, of Italy, at Lausanne 
Sunday to complete the Allied agreement. 

Great Britain is prepared to make some modifications 
in the capitulations. It is thought she will be prepared to 
accept commercial freedom of the Straits and waive the 
right to send warships through. This probably will meet 
American approval, as will modification of the capitulations, 
if the French and Italians agree. 

The French may be willing to go even further in meeting 
the Turkish demands concerning the capitulations than the 
British Probably there will have to be a compromise, but 
it is almost certain if England, the chief naval power, ac- 
cepts commercial freedom of the Straits, no one else will 
object. 

The Turks also are demanding a plebescite in Western 
Thrace. The British insist the Maritza River be the limit 
of Turkey in Europe, and propose besides a neutral zone on 
both sides of the river to keep the Greeks and Turks from 
fighting. 

The Turks also demand a plebiscite in Mesopotamia and 
part of Syria. Both the British and French will reject this. 
Bulgaria is asking an outlet to the JEgean, but this does 
not meet with British approval. 

The United States will be represented at Lausanne by 
Rear- Admiral Mark Bristol, who has been in command of 
American ships at Constantinople ; Richard Washburn Child, 
Ambassador at Rome, and Joseph C. Grew, Ambassador at 
Berne. 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Ok October 30 the actual domination of Italy by 
the Fascisti, the Ku-Klux and American Legion of 
Italy, became legal domination. Benito Mussolini, 
leader of the Fascisti, whose activities had troubled cab- 
inets for months and had caused the collapse of the 
Facta Ministry, became Italy's Prime Minister ; and he 
immediately made it plain that he was to be, if he had 
his way, the sort of boss Premier that Lloyd-George was 
in his heyday. 

"Today" (he declared from the balcony of his hotel 
to cheering thousands of his followers, after returning 



from an audience with the King on October 30) "Italy 
has not only got a cabinet, but she has also got a govern- 
ment, a strong government, such as she has needed for 
many years past, but never obtained." 

Mussolini took with him into the cabinet a number of 
his followers. He proceeded to put what Americans call 
"pep" into governmental operations. Among the con- 
servatives of Italy and other lands and among the edu- 
cated Italians living in the United States, there is more 
satisfaction than dissatisfaction with the new leader and 
his policies. The belief is that he will bring stability 
and compel respect for Italy, while holding in check at 
home the Communists and other extremists. But to 
those interested in international peace and quiet he pre- 
sents dangers, for he talks of a greater Italy in a way 
that may mean an aggressive, belligerent Italy. And 
Italy lives near one of the worst danger zones. 

Invitations have been received by the Editor of 
the Advocate of Peace and others of similar interest 
in the cause of peace to attend the conference called by 
the Women's International League for Peace and Free- 
dom, to be held at The Hague on December 9-11. The 
invitation was signed by Miss Jane Addams, president 
of the organization. The American party will sail on 
November 21. 

Miss Addams stated in her letter of invitation that 
members of the executive board of the organization have 
seen utter despair coming upon the people of Central 
Europe and other nations helpless to disentangle them- 
selves from the "economic disaster which the existing 
settlements had brought upon them all." Efforts will be 
made at the conference to forward the movement for 
changes in the basic terms of the peace treaty, and to 
promote a world conference. 

In the week following this conference the Interna- 
tional Federation of Trades Unions will hold a world 
peace conference at The Hague, December 10-15. 

The International Association of Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible Schools reports that during the last sum- 
mer vacation Bible and church schools showed an in- 
crease of about 40 per cent in enrollment. Eeports indi- 
cate, it is stated, that about 5,000 schools were held last 
summer in all parts of the world, with a total enrollment 
of about 500,000 children. Most of the schools were in 
the United States, but about 800 were in China and a 
considerable number in Japan, the Philippines, France, 
and Mexico. 

The Lecturers' Conference on Public Opinion 
and World Peace, arranged by the International Ly- 
ceum and Chautauqua Association, which is to be held in 
Memorial Continental Hall, Washington, on December 
7, 8, 9, willbe addressed by an imposing array of speak- 
ers, headed by President Harding. The others an- 
nounced as having definitely accepted places on the pro- 
gram are: Former Premier Georges Clemenceau; Karel 
Pergjer, former Czechoslovakia Minister to Japan; 
Countess Irene di Eobilant, of Italy ; Roland S. Morris, 
former Minister to Japan; Henry Morganthau, former 
Ambassador to Turkey; Dr. Walter Simons, formerly 
Foreign Secretary of the German Republic, now Chief 
Justice of the German Supreme Court (conditional) ; 



